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ori her husband that she had set her love. Sever mo
not from him." The inflexible Pope deigned no reply.
Innocent sent the Cardinal of Ostia, a kinsman of the
King of France, one of his most trusted counsellors, in
compliance with the King's suppliant request, as the
Legate to France. His instructions were full and ex-
plicit : he was to demand complete satisfaction for the
dispossessed clergy, the banishment of the concubine
(" the German adulteress " she is called by some of the
coarser writers), not only from the palace but from the
realm; the public reception of Ingeburga; an oath and
sureties to abide by the sentence of the Church. The
Cardinals (Octavian of Ostia was accompanied by John
of Colonna) were received in France in a kind'of
trembling yet undisguised triumph; they came to
deliver the land from its curse. At Vezelay they were
met by the great prelates and clergy of the realm; the
King received them at Sons with the utmost respect; he
promised satisfaction to the Churchmen, was reconciled
to the Bishops of Paris and Soissons. To the King's
castle of St. Leger came the cardinals, the prelates ; atil
in their train Ingeburga. The people thronged round
the gates: but the near approach of Ingeburga seemed
to rouse again all the King's insuperable aversion."
The Cardinals demanded that the scene of reconciliation
should be public; the negotiation was almost broken
off; the people were in mid despair. At last the King
seemed to master himself for a strong effort. "With the
Legates and some of the churchmen he visited her in
her chamber. The workings of his countenance be-
trayed the struggle within: " The Pope does me vio-
lence," he said. "His Holiness requires but justice,"
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